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7 Of the fearful Eſtate 

; 0 E 
FRANCIS SPIRA, 

In the Year 15 48. 


7 T———— 
| Compiled by Vath. Bacon Elq; 
't 


Proy. ] +» I +. 
The Bacisſlider in heart fh2ll be fill:d 


with his own WAYS. 


LONDON, 


| Adam and Eve 1n Littie 
| Britain, 168 1. 


Printed for Edward Thomas, at the ! 


—— 


* ——_— 
x'\ 


þ 
- 
i - 
4 ſ 


<AKY |} 
IF; A. 


® 4 
” & 7 of 
. ry 


SOS 
Ke 


The Pretace- *</ 20ph 
truth þ of fl \is His10r) 


befides circton-. 
Time, 


"0 


inſuing, 


ftances of Place, Perſon, 
Occaſion, / fo -xafth Fm": ſerved, ] j 


refer M) ſelf to the 4 Relation | 
of thoſe Godly men, who m 


ever -al Logs ages have _ 
 \feſted to the World d the ſeveral 
paſſages thereof : md - although 


T am - 1gnorant, +bat at the 


firſt they "ere not only not Cre 
Poe; Fat alſo diſcredited and 
ſlandered, by ſuch 4s found 
them to be 4 Muy to the KO- 


man Profeſſion, i they Loft 
1100! 


» 


" ks 
a 


. The Preface. 


« [not their tuStre thereby ; bit | 
being acquitted by many Com-| 
| purgators of ſeveral Nations, 
and ſome of the Romith Res, 
l1210n, bemg all of them ſpe&ta- | 
_ of this Tragedy, it occaſto- 
ned not only a further mant- 
| Jellwion and confirmation of | 
the Truth, but alſo a large and| 


PST frequent £9 fluence, to 


of 4 yr 


A 


- {ee _ WHICH 62 'y bad 'fors 
| ee) Y only be.1 |. of. Tow 
' partly appear wh out of t the ſuc-| 
| ceeding Story : But more full 
ly out of an Apolozy oritten\ 
by Vergerius, Biſhop of Ju-| 
' i {ſtinople, who was accuſed for 
| diſperſms the Fame of his Ex- 


ample 


The Preface. 


ample to the Ftain of Popery, 
mn Which Apolozy to. N. Rot- 
tan, Suffragn of Padua, 1s 
|| ſhortly and plamly declared, 
| What was ſaid, What was done, | 
and who were preſent. Tf that t 
it be demanded, What moved 
me to compile this Treatiſe of 
Spira, tell them, that it. ſhould 
teach Fear and Reverence : 
and indeed among all thoſe that 
came to ſee him, few or none 
return unſhaken. Vergerius 
'm his firſt Epistle faith, [| 


would tain go fee him a- 


1 


gain, bur 1 exceedingly ear | 
and tremble : and m his Apo- | 


lozy ſaith, It is ſuch a rare 
A 4 Ex- 


m— 


| £ The Preface. 


Example as I would wit 


of the World to hear or {ee 
the like. Tye Lady Jane to 
ber Fathers Chaplain ( that kad 
fallen into Spira's fm) ſaith 
Remember the lamentable 


'Eftate of Spira, T1 acknows 


merly a Book publiſhed in Eng- 
Iifh, on this Subjeft ; but as far 
' as Icom learn ( for I could not 
| get one of them ) it was not ſo 
various and large as this Trea- 


i tife : aud, as I have heard, a 


| Tranſlation of only one of the}. 


' Traftates, whence mm part I ga- 
ther'd this Diſcourſe. ( oncern- 


| mg 


lingly goto the farthelt parts |, 


[ledg that there hath been for-| 


"OY Wah Þ MM - 


A — ———————— 


faid Diſcourſes togeth on , fo as| 


—_ 


The Pretace. | 
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"s my Care and Fidelity here- 


; I may truly ſay, Without | 
Faro of colour, That not- one | 
| ſentence of all th bs Work, attri- 


buted to the Perſon of Spira, 


but it hath its warrant either | 


from the Epiſtles of Vergaras| 
and Gribaldus, Profeſſors of 
Law at Padua; -- or from the} 
diſcourſes of Henry Scringer | 
aScotch man, Sigilm. Gelons 
a Tranfilvanian, and Marr. 
Bocha a Divine of Baſil: 7 
have taken no other liberty thai 
as a Relatton, to weave the fore- 


thoſe who under fev eral writers 
Were accounted ſev eral, T here 
AF make | 


| 
bY 


The Preface. 


make one mntire Hiſtory, con- 
netted by due ſucceſſion of time 
and occaſion, as punttually as 


could be atmed at, by the ( ir 


cumſtances noted in the Writings | 


of thoſe holy and learned men| 


before named. 

<- or 

HB”. | 
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7 


To THE 
AUTHOR and READER 


OF I HIS 


HIS TORY: 


Ome ſcattered parcels of rkis Story lay, 
in Forejgn Papers,which hadit nor found 
( a wa\ 


| ' 7. F been obvious ey, | 
Thus to collect, had wage 
Never feccn the day. 


Reader, woudtſt Re how--finding againſt the 
a ( lzghr 
Will quench and leave. the foul in a fad night 
Of diſcontent? come hither Reader ther, look 
( here 

And learn. lighr-quenching fins to fear. 


Reader, wouldit ſee the comfort breathing | 
{ Spirit 
To grieve, what curſle(s grief 1t doth de- 
| mcrit ? 
Come hither then, look here, 
Here ſee a ſoul thar is all Deſpair; a man | 
All Hell ; a Sp1rir all . Wound 3 WIJO C3 
A wounded ih'r;r boar ? | 


| Reader 'woulatit fee ( what ima\ ſt thou. never. | 
| feel ) 


Deipi1 r| 


—— 4 - -- 


bh ——— 


| 


Deſpair, Racks, Torments, Whips of burning 
ſteel ; 
Come then, look here! 
Behold this man, this furnace. in. whoſe 
heart 
Sin hath created Hells : Oh, in each part 
What Flames appear ! 


= ſtone his breath, 

His Hght flames, wiſhes curſes life, a death 
 Athouſand deaths live in him, he not dead, 
| A breathing Courſe 1n living ſcalding lead ; 
And yet he lives oar Monument to tell 

| How black are quenched lights ; 

| Quenchr joys are double frights, 

Black da;s are double nights. 

Heaven taſted, loſt, a double Hell, 


T have cali'd thee, Reader, pray fo be, 
Read this, that others read not thee, 
Legas Hiſtoriam, 

Ne fias Hiſtoria. 


His thoughts all ſtings, words, ſwords, brim- | 


| Xtraordinary Examples of 
Divine Juſtice, G O D 


I DEW SBI DDD 


never intended for a 


| nine days Wonder ; elſe would 


he, when he exemplified Lots 
Wite have turned her into 
a Statue of melting Snow , not 
of laſting Salt; which ſtood, | 
as Zoſephus tell us, till his Age, 
after the DeſtruRion of Fernu- 
ſalem, and as ſome Travellers ze- | 
port, ſti]lat this day, #t quoddam 
hominibus preftaret condimen- 
tum, quo ſapiant unde iUlud cave- 
atur exemplu : Aug, de Ciolt. 
Dez, lib. 16. cap. Jo. for a ſeaſon | 
againſt corruption, a preſervative 
againſt Apoſtacy. This Tragedy, / 
when fre{hand new, was the con- 
verſion and confirmation of ſun- 


dry Worthies, Zergerins, a.dayly 
ſpectator | 


— —_— 


Ft 


i 


| 


{ 


| 


vived: our Engliſh ones were ve- 


of {hops and hands; ſundry Ma- | 
nuſcrips of this abroad,imperfect, 


labour of a worthy Gentleman 
(who faithfully tran{lated 1t out 
of /t11i1n, French& Dutch Letters) 
with the Zatize of Celins Secnn- 
aus, Curio, DMatthens Gribanlaus, 
proteffors of the Civil Law in Pa- 
ana:Sioiſmond Gelons a Tranſylua- 
alan, tdcaricns Scotusall daily Vi- 
fitors of Spi72, and find 1t accord# 
with them. Touching Spira's = [- 

ou, 


 — —— ———_—_ 


ſpectator thereof, forſaking a rich | 
Biſhoprick of Z»/tinopolis, and | 
tents of Antichriſt,went to Baſ?/, | 
and dyed a worthy Proteſtant : | 
many. Nations had Eye Wit- | 
neſles of their own Students | 
then in the Univerſity of Padua, |- 
who penned the Story, the Co-| 
pies whereof are frequently re-| 


ry detective, and now worn out i: 


which moved me to compare this | 


| | do incline to the right and hope- 
' | fulhand;moved by his ſweet ham- 


| little agonies, which kept him ta- 


ſon, I find moſt learned Writers | 


ble, and charitable ſpeeches; 
ſome few deſperate ones exce- 
pted, that tell from him in ſome 


ſting and watching about fix 
months ſpace,cating nothing but 
what was forc'd down his throat. 
The ſumm of Calvizs and Bor- 


rhons their councel 15 { who write 
largely of the uſe of this pattern) 
[that all learn to take heed ot 
backiliding, which Gods foul ab- 
\ hors: and not to dally with | 
, Conſcience, an Hell on Earth, if | 
juſtly incenſed 5 more to be fear- 
ed than the Spaniſh Inquiltrian, 
or all the mgianrs "gh and Tor- 
| ments in the world ; an to take 
| heed of Spzr4's oeniod Errors: 
Which were to diſpute witty Sa- 
tan ovyer-buſily 1n crime of weak- 
| neſs. 


Ne 


= A. 


——___ 


| neſs, eſpecially to Reaſon, and 
conclude from preſent Sence to 
Gods paſt Reprobation and future 
Damnation : both which is hard, 


if poſſible, for any man: to deter: 
mine 1in his own, much more 1n|} 
others caſes: So commending | 
thee to his grace, who 1s able to | 
eſtabliſh thee to the end,I bid thee | 
farewel, and hope well, while the| 
ſpace of Grace laſteth : Daum Spi-| 
ras, ſpera; fo maieſt thou take|| 


good, and no hurt, by the read- 
30g of this terrible Example. 
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RELA 
Ofthe Fearful Eſtate | 


OF 


FRANCIS SPIRA, 


Z&ANEN the Year, 1548. 

2@| [ez] when the glorious 
&-4 E223 Sunot the Goſpel 
| Rr was but newly I1- 
22>) Pomy fenin Errope, 1n 
"_ =" the days of the 
Reign of Fa:rar4 the ſ1xth of that 
Name, King of ENGLAND, 1n 


.| the Territory, and under the 


Juriſdiction of the City of /*e- 
zice, being the very border of 


Zaly, in the Town of co 
4, 


| 


——_—_O 


© mm— 


Me F *g A Relation of the Fearful | 


T 1s, lived one Francis Spira, a 
z+Civil Lawyer, an Advocate of 

[great Rank and Eſtecm, being off 
great Experience, of carriage cr: 
cumſpect and [-vere, his ſpeech 
orave and compoicd, his counte- 
nance ſharp and auſtere, Every 
way. befitting that Authority 
whereunto he was advanced ; en- 
dow'd with outward bleſſings of 
Wite and eleven Children, and 
Wealth in abundance. W hat Is 
worlt parts were, Thave no other 
| Warrant than his own Words, 
which / 1t not tainted overmuch 
with the bitterneſs of a deſperate 
mind, and bearing a — 
rather of paſſion than of ſobe 
confeſſion ) may ſeem to 10d 
period to all further commenda- 
ions: 

{I was ( faith he) exceſſively 
*covetous of Money, and ac: 
*cordingly applied my {elf to: 


| "et! 


| 


— 
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Y get by Injuſtice, corrupting Ju- 
;* {tice by deceit, inventing tricks 
© to delude Juſtice ; good cauſes 
© I either detended deceitfully, or 
© fold them to the adverſary per- 
© tidiouſly ; ill cauſes I maintain- 
ed with all my might ; I wit- 
| *tingly oppoſed the known 
,* truth ; and the truſt committed 
,* unto Me I either betrayed or 
| © perverted. Thus having worn 
, out fourty four years, or! 
| thereabouts, and the news 
\of the new, or rather, newly 
revived Opinions of Zuther; 
Coming into thole parts, Te-: 
preſented an obje& of Novelty | 
unto. him; who being 2s de- 
ſirous to know, as he was fa- 
mous for knowledge , ſuffered 
not theſe wandring Opinions to | 
paſs unexamined ; but ſearch- 
ing into the Scripture, and 1n-| 

to - 


1 
j 
[ 
[1 . - - 


— 


and this continued for the ipace, | 


to all Books of Controverſies| 
that he could get, . both old and! 
new, and finding more than! 
[fame or opinion, he began to taſt! 
{their nature ſo well, as he enter-; 
ea1ns, 


loves, and ownes them! 
at length; and with ſuch Zeal, 
as he became a Profeſſor , yea! 


a Teacher of them, firt to his 


Wife, Children, and Family; 


and after to his Friends, and, 
familiar Acquaintance, and 1n; 


compariſon , ſeemed to neg: 
lect all other Afroirs intend- 
ing ever to preſs this main 
point, that Ze muſt wholly, and 
only depend on the 


death of Chriſt, as the only ſore, 
way fo Salvation: and this was! 
the ſamme of all his Diſcourſe, 


of ſix years, or thereabouts, 
even lo long as this fire coulg' 
Keep, 


4 A Relation of the Fearful | | 


free and un-\ 


changeable Love of GOD in in 


——_— — 


———_——__ 


Eſtate of Francis Spira. 5 


ee. 


' [keep it ſelf within private walls 3 
| | but at length, it brake forth into 


publick Meetings, fo as the whole 
Province of Paduadawned by the 


{the luſtre thereof. The Clergy 


finding their trade of the Pardons 


. [to decay : and their Purgatory to 
| wax-cold, began to beſtir them- 
elves: glofſing their Aftians,firſt, 


with calumnious aſperſions upon 


| the whole Profeſſion ; then more 
' [plainly ſtriking at Sp9ira with 


gricvous Accuſation. 


And to effe&t their purpoſe 
ſome promiſe labor, others favor, 


| ſome advice, others maintenance; 


all joyn to divide either his 
Soul from his Body, or both from | 


| God. 


Now was Fohn Caſa, the 
Popes Legate, relident at Fe- 
ice, 


—A 


—  ————— 
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ar 


nice , being by Birth a Floren- 
tine, and one that wanted nei- 


this way nor craftineſs to 
effec his malicious Purpoſes ; 
to him theſe men repair with 
out-cries againſt Ira, that 
he was the man that condem- 
ned the received Rites oi the 
Church, deluded the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Power, and ſcandalized 
the Policy thereof; one of no 
mean Rank, being a man of 
Account and Authority, and 
thereunto learned in the Scri-| 
ptures, elegant in ſpeech,and in | 
one word, a dangerous Zuthe-| 
ran , having allo many Diſci- 
ples, and therefore not to be 
deſpiſed. 

At this began the Legate to 
caſt his eye on the terrible al- 
teration that lately had hap- 


ned in Germany ; where, by the 
means 


1+ TT: - 


ther Malice againſt thoſe of |ſ 


_— — 
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[neither be cured by Diſlimula- 
[tion, nor defended by Power ; 


_ VR i > TI — lm 


means of one only Zather, the 
Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 
ſuch a blow, as that it could 


but the Clergy muſt either 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their dignities. On the other 
ide, when he ſaw how pro- 
penſe the common people 
inhabiting in the bordering 
Country of Zta/y, were to 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 
now. thought it no time to 
diſpute or perſwade , but with 
ſpeed repairs to the Sezate, and 
procures authority from them to 
lend to Spira. 

Spire by this time had con- 
ſidered with himſelf of the 
nature of his courage, how 
evident and notorious 1t was, 
and therefore ſubject to be en- 
vied by ſuch as neither liked 


__his 


—— —— i eo 


— . 
— 


* 


[account in publick, when he muſt 


|the utmoſt Malice of his deadly 
Children, Friends, Goods, Autho-| 


ceived thar his Opinions were! 
neither retired, nor ſpeculative, 
but ſach as aimed at the over-| 
throw of the Romiſh FaCtion, 
and achange of Policy ; and that 
his enemies wanted neither Pow: 


er nor Occaſion, to call him to an' 


either apoſtatize, and ſhametully 
give his former life, yea his own! 
Conſcience the lie, or endure 


Enemies; or forſake his Wife, 


rity, yea, his Dear Countrey,and 
betake himſelf to a Forein Peo- 
ple, there to endure a thouſand 
Miſeries, that do continually wait 
upon a voluntary Exile. 


Being thus diſtraQed, and tol: 
{ed in the reitleſs Waves of 
doubt 


—_——— Rr EEE 
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his Perſon nor Religion : he per- 


( 
C 
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MY Pe S | 
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/ | | 
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Jer- 
/ere; 


| 


ive, 
ver-| 


. | 
10n, 


that 


oW-. 
o an! |< 
nuſt | 
ully 
own | 


Jure 
adly 


V1te,| 
tho-| 


,and 
Peo- }* 
{and 


wait 


1 tol- 


s of 
oubt 
| 


'' 


| * dead: conlider Peter 1n a Dun- 
' geon, the Martyrs in the _ 


_ —_—— De {> oO —— -— a 


Eat of Franzis $pira, 


doubt , without gnide to truit to, | 
| 
| 


9 
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or Heaven to ly to for ſuccour, 
on the ſuddain, GOD'S Spirit | 
eſli(ting, he felt a calm, and began | 
to diſcourſe with himſelf in this 
manner. 
* Why wandreſt thou thus in 
uncertainties, unhappy man? 
*calt away fear, put on thy 
'1Þ eld,the {hield of Faith: Where 
is thy wonted courage , thy | 
* goodneſs, thy conſtancy ? TC- 
* member that Chriſt's glory lies 
'at the ſtake: ſutter thou with- 
© out fear, and he will defend 
*thee, he will tell thee what 
thou ſhalt anſwer; he can beat 
*down all danger; bring thee out 
* of Priſon, raiſe thee trom the 


'if thou mak'tt a | $o0d Conlc ſion, | 


© thou maic{t indeed go to ! ey 
y Or death, but 


208 eternal Pewar 1 


B Mf 


An —._— 


Aa... 


[theſe weighty Reaſons. Yet hol: 
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*in Heaven remains for thee: 
* What haſt thou in this world 
* comparable to Eternall lite ; to 
* Everlaſting happineſs? if thou 


* dal; ( common people live by 
* example, thinking whatever 15 
* done 15 well done) fear the loſs 
© of peace and joy, fear hell, death 
* and eternall wrath; or, 1f the 


* thee to doubt of the iſſue, fly 


* though never ſo far, rather than 
* deny the Lord of Lite. 
Now was Spra in reaſonable 
quict, being reſolved to yield to; 


ding it wiſdom to examine all 
things, he conſults alſo with fleſh 
and blood: thus the battle doth 


Cr ON ; 


* doſt otherwile.think of the ſcan-| 


* fleſh be ſo ſtrong, as to cauſe] 


*thy Country, get thee away; 


renew, and the fleſh begins in this 
manner ; *© Be well adviſed, fon 
* man, confider Reaſons on bot 


| ſides 


OO —_ 


*me 
*tho 


delt the examples ot chy Progeni- 


| Travel, thou ſhit undergo the | 


'|* ſhalt be counted an Herediel of ! 


|*die ſhametully. 
16 


' Cungeon , the bloody ax, the 
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| 

' ides, and then Judge: how canſt 
* thou thus overweean thine own 
{ufficiency,as thou neither regar- 


* tors, nor the Judgement of the 
* whole Church ? doſt rhou nor 
* conſider what miſery this thy 
*raſhnels will bring thee unto? 
* thou {halt loſe all thy ſubſtance, 
" gotten with ſo great Care and 


" wolt exquiſite torments . thar 
* Malice it ſelf can deviſe, 


[ 


thou | 


*all, and to cloſe up all, thou ſhalc ! 


What thinke!t 
thou of the loathſome ſtinking 


* burning tagot?Are ihey delight- 
* full? Be wile at length, and Ieep | 
; ' thy life and honour; thou may'lt | 
"live to do much ood to good | 


*men, as God —— thee : 


hou mayelit be an ornament * 
Þ 2 thy 
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*rhy Country, and put caſe 
© the Countries loſs would be of 
* (mall eſteem with thee, wilt 
* thou bring thy friends alſo into 
* danger? thou haſt begotten chil. 
© dren, Wilt thou now cut their 
* throats, and inhumanely but- 
* cher them, who may in time 
* bring honour to their Country, 
. ' glory to God, help and further: 

* ance to his Church ? go to the, 
* Legat, weak man, freely confels 

* thy fault and help all theſe mi 
: Gun Thus did the cares , 
this World, and the deceitfulneb 
of Riches, choak the good Set 
that was formerly ſown : ſo 
tearing, he faints, and yields unt: 
the allurements of this preſet 
world; and being thus blinde. 
he goes to the Legat at /eic. 
and falutes him with th 
news. 


[| 


| 


/ 
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tertarned an Opinion CONErING 

ſome Articles of faith,contrary tothe | 
Orthodox and received Fudgement 

of the Church; and uttered man; | 
thinas anainſk th! anthozity of | 
the Church of Rome, and the nnitucy- 
fal B ihop, / humbly clnowl ds my 
fault anderror, and my folly in mi 
leading others ; 7 therefore viel my 
felf in all obedience to the S1pream 

Biſhop into the boſem of the Church 
of Rome, never to depart anain 
from the Traditions and aecrees of 
tbe holy See; 1 am heartily ſorry for 
what is paſt, and Thumbly beg par- 

don for ſo great an offence. 


Da. 
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The Zegat perceiving Spira to 
taint, he purſues to the utmolt ; 
he cauſes a recitation of all his 
Errours to be drawn in Writing ' 
together with the Confeilion an: | 
nexed to it. And commands | 


Spirato ſubſcribe his name there, | 
which | 


B 3 


"h—_ _ 
——_ ” 


er Pt. Bet,” of 
- 


4 


| and Heretical : 


| gain: ſay the Zegate, but promt| 
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| hich accordingly he did; then. 
| the Zeonte commands him to re- 
turn to his own Town, and there 


[and to acknowledge the whole 


| abjure the Opinions of Zzuther,! 
| and other ſuch Teachers, as falſe 
* Man knows the| 
E beginning of ſin, but who bounds] 

* the Iſſues thereot? Sr having| 
once loſt footing, goes down| 


| 
a main , he cannot ſtay , nor| 


ſeth to accompliſh his whole 
will and pleaſure: he ſoon ad- 
; Orefleth himſelf for his Journey: 
'and being onward in the way, 
; bethinks himſelf of the large 
' ſpoils he had brought away, 
, from the conflict with the; 
 Legate;, what glorious te time 
oy he had given of his 
| great 


Ln m—— 


to declare this Confeſſion of his, 


| DoCtrine ofthe Church of Rozze,' | 
to be holy, and true, and to| 


| 


Ro — — 
— ——— — ———— 
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great Faith and Conftancy in 
 re-j| | Chrifts cauſe; 'and to be 
1ere{ plain, how 1mpioully he had 
his, [denyed Chrift, and his Goulpe 
hole] jat Pezice; and what he pro-| 
7t,\, | miled to do further in his own 
i to] [Country : and thus, partly | 
with fear and partly with: 
falſe] |ſhame, being confounded, he | 
5 the; | thought he heard a vayce 
unds| ſpeaking unto him, in this man- 
VINg| | ner. 
ow | * Spira, What doſt thou here? 
nor] [4 whither goeſt thou? haft thou, | 
omr| |* unhappy man , given thy hand- |. 
'hok| |* writing to the Legate at Yenice? 
| ad-| |* yet ſee thou doft not ſeal itin 
rney:! |*thy own Country. Doſt thou 
vay, |*indeed think eternal Life ſo 
large |* mean, as that thou preferreſt 
vay , |*this preſent life before 1t? doſt 
the; |*thou well in preferring wite 
1M&, |* and children before Chriſt? 1s 
h5 |* the windy applauſe of the peo- 
B Fg : ple; 


gen ce : : — 
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i* with him : thou cant not an- 


——_—_ 
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* pic, better indeed than the glo- 


* this Worlds good more dear 
*to thee, than the ſalvation of 
© thine own ſoul? is the ſmall uſe 
* ofa moment of time more del1- 
*rable , than eternal wrath 1s 


* what Chriſt endured for thy 


© ry of God ? and the Polleſſion of | 


* dreadful? think with thy ſalf,| 


* ſake, 15 it not equal thou ſhouldft 
*{uffer ſomewhat for him ? Re- 


© parable to the glory that ſhall 
]<be revealed. 1f thou ſuffereſt 
*with him, thou ſhalt alſo reign 


* member man, that the ſufferings| 
| © of this preſent life are not com-| 


; < {wer for what thou haſt already 
* done; nevertheleſs the gate of 


| 
, c F4 - 2 x 

j Mercy 15not quite ſhut. Take 
| 
: 


[7 


i 
;*beed that thou heapeſt not fin 
| * upon fin, left thou repent when. 
; © 1t Will be too late. Tt. 
Now was Sp7irs in a Wilder 
| nels, 
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neſs of doubt, not knowing 
which way to turn him, nor; 
what to do; yet being arrived 
in his own Country, and amonglt 
his friends., conlidering what! 
he had done, and what he had | 
further promiſed to do, 2d 
how the terrour of God on the 
one {ide, and the terrour of this 
World on the. other ſid: , did 
continually rack him ; and 
therefore he defired cf. them 
advice in this. ſo doubttul 

caſe: His friends, vpon {inal | 
deliberation anſwered, rhbat it! 
was requilite he ſhould take | 
heed that he did not in any 
wiſe betray his wife. and chil-! 
dren; and all his iricnds neo ; 
danger: ſccing, that by fo ima 
a matter. ,as the reciting of a; 
little Sctdule , which mug 
be done” in If ſpace th 
half an hour, he might bath 


 $ E © free: 
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— 
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j free himſelf from preſent Jan 


«| 


add. 


ger, and preſerve many that| 


depend upon him; adding 
moreover that 


no credit 1n relenting 


| 
from 


greateſt part Performed be- 
thar in the perie&t accompliſh- 
10g thereof, litile or no diſcre- 
dit could ariſe, more than 
what by the former aQion al- 
ready he had ſuſtained; on 
the other fide, 1t he did not 
pertorm his promiſe made to 
the Zegate, he could 
diſcharge 
already 
NOT 


than probably he 
{hould have endured, if he had 
perſifited obſtinately in his for: 
mer Opinions. 


te. eee re 


he could get: 
that which he had already 1n| 


fore the Zevate at Yerice, and} 


neither! 
himſelf of thel 
Thame "which he had 
{ 1neurred , avoid farre: 
| amore heavy and in{upportable 


{ 1NJUrIES , 


This 
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This was the latt blow of 
the battle; and Spirs utterly 
overcome, goes. to the Prextor, 
and profers to pertorm bis 
promiſe made to the Zegate, 
who in the mean time, had 
taken order to have all things 
ready and had ſent the inſtru- 
ment of Abjuration {igned _ 
Spira, tO be Pretor, by the] 
hands of a certain Prieſt. All 
that night the miſerable man | 
wears out with reſtleſs cares, 
without any minute of reſt; the 
next morning being come, he 
Fets un, and being ready, he 
deſperately enters into the] 
publick oe we 89D 

Maſs being fimined, in a 


—_—_ 


k. 


/ [preſence of Friends and } = 
' mies, and of the whole Aflem- 

, \bly, being by eſtimation near! 
two thouland people, yea and 


of. Heaven. it felf, he recues 
| that: 


— _ 
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| 
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chat infamous 
word for word as it was Writ- 
ren: it being done, he was fi4 


| which he preſently paid, five 
whereof were given to the 


ration, the other twenty-five 
were imployed: towards the 
making of a $hrive to put the 
Euchariſt in; then was he ſent 
home, reſtored to his Dignities, 
Goods, Wife, and Children: 
No ſooner was he departed, 


* wicked wretch, thou haſt denied 
|* venant of thy obedience, thou 
|* Apoſtate , bear with thee the 


ſentence of thy eternal damnati- 
E on; he trembling and quaking 


= body and mind, felF down 1n a |' 


{wound : 


- 
> FEY 


Abj uration \|| 
ned at thirty pieces of gold, 


| Prieſt that bronght the abju-|. 


but he thought he heard a dire- | 
tal voice, ſaying to him, © Thou| 


© me; thou haſt renounced the co-| 


| © haſt broken tny vow; hence| 


ſwound: relief was at hand for 


| terceſſion with God the Father 
{1n his behalf: thus was his fault 
[ever heavy on his heart, 


{ſome of them , 
4 {hw 


—— 
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the body, but from that time for- 
ward he never found any peace 
' or cale of mind, but continu- 
[ing in unceſſant torments, he 
proteſted that he was captived 
.| under the revenging hand of 
e| |the great God, that he heard 
continually that fearful ſen- 
tence of Chriſt that juſt Judge, 
| that he knew he was utterly 
undone ; that he could neither 
bope for Grace , nor Chriſt's In- 


and 
ever his Judgement before his 
eyes. 

Now began his friends , 
to repent too 
of their raſh counſell : 
othcrs not looking fo high as! 
'|the Judgement of God, Jaid atl 


 |the blame on. his Melancho-| 


—— 
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_ 


OE AAAS ces cues 


| houſe of one Fames Ariin,. in 


| tions of the effefts , and of other: 


| Phyſitians, and the pious ad- 
| vice of Divines, and therefore 


and whole family : others alſo 
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lick conſtitution; that over: 
ſhadowing his Judgement, 
wrought in him a kind of mad- 
neſs: every one cenſured as. 
his fancy led him, yet: for re-: 
medy all agreed in this to ute 
both. the wholelom help of 


thought it meet to convey him 
to Padua, an Univerlity of 
note , where plenty of all map- 
ner of means was to be had: 
this they accordingly did; 


both with his Wife, Children,! 


of his friends accompanying | 
him; and being arrived at the 


Saint Leonards Pariſh , they lent! 
for three Phyſitians of moſt: 
note , who upon due obſerva- 


Symptoms of his diſeaſe , and 
{ome 


: —_—— — 
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th 
th 
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| could not diſcern that his bo- 


- | paſſion of his mind, which 


; allo | 
ing | the body of man 1s iull, and 
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lome private conference _ one 
with another , amongſt them- 
ſelves, returned their VerdiCt 
in this manner, v/z. That they 


dy was. afflicted with any dan- 
ger or diſtemper Originally | 


| from it ſelf, by reaſon- of the 
.| over-ruling of any 
| but that this Malady of his 


humour :; | 


| 


did ariſe from ſome grief or 


being over-burdened did 10 
oppreſs the ſpirits, as they wan- ' 
ting free paſſage, ſtirred up 
many ill humours, whereof 


theſe aſcending up into the 
Brain, troubled the fancy , | 
ſhadowed the ſeat of the judg- | 
ment, and ſo corrupted it. This 
was the ſtate of his Diſeaſe, and 
that outward part that was vi-: 
lible to the eye of nature; this 
they 


ro. 


tt 
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they endeavoured to reform 
by purgation , either to con- 
ſume, or. at leaſt to divert the 
| courſe of thoſe humours from 
if ' | the brain; but all their skill ef-; 
il feted nothing, which pra no-! 
| ting, ſaid, * Alas poor men ! 


* how far wide are you? do 
'*you think that this diſeaſe is| 
'*to be Cured by potions ? be: 
 ©lieve me there muſt be ano- 
ib, - * ther manner of meaicine: 


If _|fible-tothe-eye of nature; this|| 


| jt is neither plaiſter nor drugs, 
ih © that can help a fainting ou} 
© caſt down with the ſence of ſin;! 
'*and wrath of Goud; cis onely! 
* Chriſt that muſt be the Phyl:! 
'*tian and the Goſpel the Souls 
; * Antidote. 


} 
| 
! 
| 
| 
j 


The Phyſicians. eaſily be- 
' heved him , after they hao un-. 
' deritood the whole truth of 
| 
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the matter, and therefore they 
wiſhed him to ſeek ſome ſp1- 
ritual comfort. By this time 


| 


| ftice of God: 


F 


the fame of this man was ſpread 
over all Padza , and the neigh- 
bour Country ; partly for that 
he was a man of Eſteem; 
partly becauſe as the diſcaſe, 
lo the occaſion was eſpecially 
remarkable; for this was not 
done in a corner; fo as dayly 
there came multitudes of all 
lorts to ſee him ; ſome out of 
curioſity, onely to ſee and dif- 
courſe; fome out of a pious 
deſire to try all means that 
might reduce him to comrort 
again: or at leaſt to benefit 
themſelves by ſuch a ſpeQta- 
and of the Ju- 
Amonglt theſe 
Paulss Fergerius, Biſhop of 
»ſtinopolis and Matthens Gri- 
vaulaas, deſerve eſpecially a 

c 


pe CE 
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{him by all fair means to receine| 
ſome nouriſhment, which he 
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be named as the moſt princh 
pall labourers for this many 
comfort. They find him nowl 


about fifty years of age, net} 
ther affefted with the dotag!| 
of old zge, nor with the un 
conſtant head-{trong paſſion i 
youth, but in the ſtrength « 
his Experience and Judgement, 
in a burning heat, calling ex 
ceſſively for drink, yet hi 
[underſtanding aCtive, quick 
jof apprehenfion , witty in dif 
courſe above his ordinary man: 
ner, and judiciouſly appoſite 
his Friends laboured wit 


_ 


obſtinately gain-ſaying, they 


ſuftenance into his mouth, 
moſt of which he ſpit out #' 
gain, exceedingly chafing, and 


forcibly infuſed ſome liquid 


in this fretting mood of his, 
ſaid 


fic 
*if 


"a 
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; laid, As 1t 1s true that all 
|| *things work for the beſt to 
'thole that love God ; ſo to 


| | 


CEINE| 
I hel 
they! 
1quid, 
uth || 
ut #| 
, and 
his; 


the wicked all are contrary : 


for whereas a plentiful Off- 
| *ſpring 1s the Bleſſing of God, 


*and his reward , being a flay 
'to the weak eſtate of their 
* aged parents, to me they are 


1i*a cauſe of bitterneſs and vexa- 


*tton; they do ſtrive to make 
*me tire out this miſery; 1 


1* would fain be at an end; 1 
I|*deſerve not this dealing at 
[|< their hands; Oh! that I were 


*sone from hence , that ſome 
'body would let out this weary 
"Soul. 

His friends ſaluted him , and 
asked him, what he conceived 
to be the cauſe of his Dileaſe ; 
forthwith he brake out 1nto a 
lamentable diſcourſe of the 
pallages formerly related, and 


fad | 


a ——_— ——— 
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that! 
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1 


ked him , 


that with ſuch paſſionate El. 
weep, and moſt to tremble, 


him, propounded many oflj. 
God's promiſes recorded in the| 
Scripture, and many examples 
of God's Mercy : *My fin 
* (faid he) is greater than the 
* Mercy of God. Nay anſwered 
they, The Mercy of God is aboys 
all ſin; God would have all mer 
*to be ſaved; It's true /quoth 
* he) he would have all that he 
* hath eleted to be ſaved ; he 
* would not have damned Repro/ 
* bates tobe ſaved: I am one of 
*that number, I know it, for! 
* willingly and againſt my know: 
*ledge denied Chrift, and T eel, 
©that he hardens, and will Not 
* ſuffer me to hope. 

After ſome ſilence, one al- 
whether he did not; 


believe, 


| 
\ 
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They contrarily, to comfon!| | 


te 


cution, that he cauſed many to! [Þ 


| 
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! |* juſtly deſerve. 


{ [rebuke him 3 requiring , and 
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believe that Doctrine to be true, 
tor which he was accuſed be- 
fore the Zegate? He anſwered 
* Idid believe it when T denied it, 
* but now I neither believe that, 
* nor the Doctrine of the Roman 
* Church: I believe nothing, I 
* have no faith, no truſt, no hope; 
*I am a Reprobate like Cz or 
'#1ndas,who caſting away all hope 
* of mercy, fell into deſpair; and 
* my friends do me great Wrong, 
* that they ſuffer me not to go to 
* the place of Unbelievers, as 


Here they began ſharply to 


charging him, that in any wiſe 
he did not violate the Mercy of 
God, to which he anſwered J 
*The Mercy of God is exceed- 
*ing large, and extends to all 
* the EleQ, but not to me, or any 
like tome, who are lealed up 

to! 


Cm. 
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*to wrath; Irtell you I deſerve it]me 
*my own conſcience conderangSir 
*me, what needeth any other|the 
* Judge? Chriſt came ( lay they can 
to take away ſin, Ro. 2. 15. andito 

calling for a Book, they read un{hea 
to him the Paſſion of Chriſt; andyoy 
coming to his nailing to the 
Croſs, Spira ſaid, * This indeed 
*1s comfortable to ſuch as arc|as 
© Elected, but as for me Wretch, 
*they are nothing but grief and]Co; 
* torment, becaule I conremned 


— 


and toſſing himſelf up and[der 
down upon the bed as he lay, 
he entreated them to read no 


to Spira, Dear Sir, here v|tha 


DofCtor Gribauldis , a godly and 
faithfull friend of yours, come 
to fee you. He is welcome|no' 


fol | Eſtate of Francis Spira. 71 


Veltime ill : Gribauldss replyed , 
emngSir, This is but an illuſion of 
other}the Devil, who doth what he 
hey )[can to vex you; but turn you 
3. andito God with yaur whole 
d unſheart, and he is ready to ſhew 
; andyou Mercy; the Lord you 
> theſknow is full of Mercy , it is 
adeed}he that hath ſaid , 7hat as ofter 
S alt|as 4 ſinner repents of his ſin, he 
retch|will remember his ſin no more. 
:f and|Conſider this in the example 
mnetof Peter, that was Chriſts fami- | 
grichſliar, and an Apoſtle, and yet 

anddenyed him thrice with an' 
 lay[Oath, and yet God was merci-| 
d noſfull unto him - Conſider 
con-the Thief that ſpent his whole 
5 ſaid] life in Wickedneſs , and for all 
re Bthat, did not God graciouſly 
y and] reſpe& him in the latt minute 
come of his Life? Is the Lord's hand 
comeJnow ſhortned that it cannot 
find fave? To- this Spira — 
[| 


ey 
\ 
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1 


4 <1f Peter grieved and repented Pc 
Is {jt was becauſe Chriſt beheld|{ 
pl *Hhink with a mercitul eye: anq[« y 
© in thathe was pardoned, it waſ|* y 
| * not becauſe he wept but by, 
© cauſe God was gracious to hin 
Uh. * but God rcſpects not me, an 
IE * therefore Iam a Reprobate ; 
qd." « feel no comfort can enter int 
Mo © my heart; there's place ther 
© onely for torments and vexing 
* of ſpirit ; Itell you my caſe! 
if « properly mine own , no m 
3s * was ever in the like plight, an 
WA * therefore my Fltate 1s feartulſ: 
i Then roaring out in the bits 
bl, terneſs of his ſpirit, ſaid, / 
0 a fearful thing to fall into th 
FA hands of the Iving God; the vi 
I! lence of his Paſſion and Ati, the 
I. ſuitable, did amaze many ( the! 
WE - the Bcholders ; infomuch_ 3 Pair 
Wh . ſoine of them faid with {the 
whiſpering voice, that he wiſthe; 
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pollefſed; he over-hearing ir, 
laid, © Doyou doubt it? Ihavea 
© whole legion of Devils that take | 
'U 

ad poſſeſs me as their own; 
*and jultly too, for I have denied 
Chriſt. Whether did you that 
willingly- or not ? (faid they) 
(That's nothing to the purpoſe 
(ſaid Spiras) Chriſt ſaith wholo- 
ever denies me before men, him 
will I deny before my Father 
\which is in Heaven; Chriſt 
*will not be denied , no not 1n a 
'word:;and therefore it is enough, 


? . 
* him. 


| ther he thought there were worſe 
a pains than what he endured ior | 


1E W 


{eſſe 


' though in heart I never denied 


They obſerving his diſtemper 
ariſe from the fenle and horror ot 
the pains of Hell, asked him whe-. 


the preſent, he ſaid, | hat he knew | 
there were far worſe Pains than 


their dwelling within me, | 
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«thoſe that he then lalfered: ! ior | 
th e wicked ſhall riſe to their 
* judgement , but they | [hall not ; 
«hand: in judgement, (P/a/. 1.) 
: © ths Treats to think of, yet 
do I dcfirc nothing more than. 
* that I might come to that place : 
as here I may be ſure to feel the 
* worſt, and to be freed trom tcar 
© of worſe to come. 
\ T1, bur you are to conſider (ſaid 
one) thar rhoſe Opinions tor 
which ycu were acculed before 
the Legxte, were 1impious, and 
therefore you are not to think 
you denied Chriſt, but rather 
jthat YOu confeſſed him, ac- 
!knowlcdging the infallible truth 
'of the Catholick Church. *Iruly 
| {aid he) when I did deny thoſe 
* Opinions, 1 did think them 
* tobetrue , W- yet Ldid deny 
* them. 
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Go to {laid others) now 
| then 


— 


Eſtate of Francis Spira, 
Or then believe that they ; are true. ; 
8 ' Now | cannot / ſaid he ) God 
ot | [j* will not fuer me to DEleVE | 
J)| |/*them, nor truſt in his Mercy ; | 
(wl « what would you have me to | 
an ||*do? I would fain attain to this | 
ce. ' POWer , bur cannot, though T 
he | || {ſhould preleatly be burnt for 
ar{ ii* it. But v /ay do you (i taid the j 
other) citeem this ſo grievous a | 
11d | |[{in, when as the learned 7-92: ! 
or | ||conſtrained you to it ; which | 
Te |[[he ſurely would not have done, 
nd|{[if your former Opinions had. 
ok ||[not been Erroneous? No, good | 
1er ||| Frazcis , the Devil befets thee, 
ac-|||let not theretore the grievoul- | 
ith i{{ineſs of thy fin (if any fuch 
aly [||be) amaze thee. You fay right | 
ole |||{replyed he) the _ hath 
em ||| polieſt me, and God hath letr 
ny [ne to his power; fur [i.nd; 
{ can neither beli:ve the Col-| 
ow|[ipel, nor txUuE 1n God's Mer. y, 
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© I have ſinned againſt the Holy 
* Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 
© ble decree hath bound me over 
* to perpetual puniſhment with: 
© out any hope of pardon. It's true 
* | © that the greatneſs of fin, nor the 
* multitude of them, bind not 
* God's Mercy; all thoſe ſins that 


* {o much trouble me, for I truſt- 
* ed God would not lay them to 
* my charge: now having lin'd a- 
* gainſt the holy Ghoſt, God hath 
© taken away from me all power 
© of repentance, and brings all my 
* ſins toremembranee; and gailty 
© of one guilty of all. And there- 
£ fore it is no matter whether my 
£ fins be great or ſmall, few or ma- 
* ny; they be ſuch as Chriſts blood 
*nor God's Mercy belongs not 
* to me: God will have Mercy on 


* in the former part of my life [|] 
© have commited then did not] | 
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whom 


« whom he will have Mercy; and | 
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' whom he will he hardeneth : 

' this ; is it that gnaws my heart, 
he hath hardned me ; and 1 
* find that he daily more and 
- more” doth harden me, and 


* therefore Iam out of hope ; I 


feel it, thereſore cannot but 
' deſpair : Itell you there wasne- 
ver fuch a Monſter as 1 am, ne- 
ver was any man alive a ſpeCta- 
cle of exceeding miſery. I know 
© that juſtification 1s to be expe- 
* Qed by Chriſt, and I'denied and 
*abjured it, to the end I might 
*keepthis frail life trom adver- 
p  lity , and my children from po- 
'verty : and now behold how 
* bitter this life is to me, and God 
' onely knows what {hall become | 
*ofthis my Family ; but ſure no 
' good 1s likely to betide it, but 
*worie and worſe, and ſuch a 
*ruin at length, as one ſtone 
(ſhall not be left upon another. 
C4 Bur 


l 


z 


! pair? © Well (aid he) I can ſee 
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{Bur why ſhould you (latd Cr 
\baulaus) conceit lo deeply of! 
your fin, ſeeing you cannot but 
know, that many have denied 
{ hr ry yet never fell into Del 


A gay 


no grovnd of comfort tor 
'fuch, neither can I warrant} 
*ihem from God's Tevenging 
' hand in wiath, though 1t a 
* ſeth God yet to ſufter ſuch t 

* bein peace: and beſides, —F 
* will a tune of danger come, and 
* then they ſhall be, thorowly 
*tried; and if it were not lo, yet | 


He 0d FM juſt in making me an 


Example to others, and Tcannot | 


|* juily complain ; tnere i5 09; 


|; 
i 


* pun! {hment ſo great but I ave: 
© deſerved it ; for this fo heinous 
« offence. I aſſure you 1t 1S n0, 
| * ſmall matter to deny Chriſt, 
: Phe ie is more ordinary t than 
'* commonly men do conceive of, 
T4 
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6it is not a denial made betore a 
* Magiſtrate as 1t is With me , for | 
fas oft as a Chriſtian doth dif! 

:mble the known tr uth, as S Ol-, | 
*ren as he apyrroves of falſe wor- 


— ...  in ng 


* ſhip by prefenting him! iclt mers 


' bo oft n as he _ 

© worthy of his calling, or doth 
* fuch things as arc unworthy of | 
*hiscalling, ſo often he denies 
* Chriſt; thus did I, and therefore 
*am ;uſtly punithed forit. Your 
Eſtate (qQuoth Gr/v2ld wy iS not 
lo ſtrange as you make it : #6 
was ſo tar gone , that bs Com- 
plained God had fet him as a 
mark againſt him ; and David 
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that was 4 man after God's own : 
| heart . 


complained oiten that ; 
God had forſaken him, and was ! 
become his Enemy ; jt both: 
received comfort again. Com: | 
God * 


fort your felf therefore, 
tou oh 
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| o 
" |* loved of God; and though he 


| 


| 


_ 


he now ſeem far off. 


© believe all this, the Devils be- 
© lieve and tremble; but David 
was ever Elected and dearly be- 


* fell, yet God tock not utterly a- 
*way his holy Spirit, and there- 


* tore was heard when he prayed, 
| Lord take not 1th 5 Holy Saris 


from »e: *©butl am 1nanother 
* eaſe, being ever accurſed from 
* rhe preſence of God; neither can 
* ipray as he 01d, bec cauſe his holy 
. Spirit 1s qur.e gone, aud cannot 
* be recalled;and therefore I know 
© I ihall live in continual hardneſs 
* ſo long as Ilive,Oh! that I might 
© ſve] butthe leaſt ſenſe of the love 
of God to me, though but for 
* one {inall moment as I now feel 
* his heavy wrath that burns like 


*afflicts my conſcience with pans 


| * O Brother (anſwered pra) 


* torments of Hell within me, and 


© Unuttera- 
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* unutterable: yerily Deſparation 
* 1s Hell it ſef. /7 

be- Here Gribauldns. ſaid: I do ve- 
vid| | |rily believe , Spira , that God 
be- | | [having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you 
he| ||in this life,, correQeth you in 
7 a-| || Mercy here, that he may ſpare | 
re-| |[|you hereafter, and that he hath 
ed, | || Mercy ſealed up for you in time; 
zrit | || tO COMe. | 
her| || *© Nay ({aid Spira) hence do 1: 
om | || * know that Iam a-Reprobar:,be- | 
-an | ||* cauſe he aMiQteth me with hard- 
oly | |]* neſs of. heart : O that my.. bo: | 
aot | ||* had ſuffered all my life long, {:: 
ow j || that he would be pleaſed t: -- | 
eſs| ||\leaſe my ſoul;and eale my conic: : 
!ht| ||* ence, this burdened confcien«s. : 
We Gribauldas being deſirous i: | 
for | ||eaſe his mind from the conr:. ! 
cel | ||\nual meditation of his fins; 
ke] ||as alſo. ro ſound how for the] 
nd, preſent he ſtocd affeted to the 
15S] Romiſh- Church, asked. him 
ra- ||| C's —_ 
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what he thought 
{ous of Bn fo _ as they de- 
parted cut ofthe body , to which 
he anſw ered: | 

* Although this be not fo fully 


- -— ——— 


: ly believe that the ſouls of the 
* Eicct go preſently to the King- 
* Om of giory , and not that they 
fleep with the body, as ſome do 
Imagine : 


mp yew woe wor gon ous nt. wy — 
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WW 


ctators, why co the Scriptures 
tthen ſay (1 Sem. 5. g.) that God 
brings down to Hell, and raiſeth 
| up, Iceing it cannot be meant 
| of the eſtate of the ſoul after 


CN: :nNge, or to Hell without Re- 
cemprion ; it muſt be under: 
ford of the Eftate of the foul 
'1n this life, like that wherein 
| thou art at this preſent ; and 
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Mo, 
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| 


* revealed 1n 1 Scriprure e, yet I vert | 
| Very well, ſaid one of the Spe- 


death which as thou fayeſt ei-| 
ther goeth to Heaven without 


often | 


a A co. Wade, *- > be 


2CcAMme of the | 
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np_—_— 
oftentimes we ſee that Goda 
ſuffers men to fall into ih 

jaws of Deſpair, and yet rai 

teth them up again ; and there 

|fore deſpair not ,. but hope ; 
[ſhall be even thus with thee in 
his good tline. 


| © Thisis the work/quoth 591; 


* this 15 the lavour; tor I tc Jil VO it, 
| * when lat rice did rt abjure 
i my profeſſion, and fo, as it were, 
L drew an Indenture, the Spirit of 
| God often admoniſhed mc anc 
when at C:iradella I did as it 
*were ſet my ſeal, the Sp: rit 
* 0f God ofien luggelted ro me, «20 
not Write, SP:74 'do not ical: yet 
related the toly Ghoſt, and did 
Z both, and az that very preſint] 
* did evigently feel a wound in- ! 

; Nr Ctcd in my very Will : fo al. 
hough d can fay,l would bel:eve 
_ can I not ſay, I will behcre. 
* God hath denied me the power 
of 


, c _ — 
nw" OL WY I WIR en 


xls ee I IE So er 


 —— ———  — — 


0% 


-———— 


a 4 << IS 


| 


TO EDS Son OISm > DAD - om Gi. 45. 44 _ 


. 


] 


| © 


| 
| 
| 


| fazn would I do it, but cannot, 
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44 


' of will, and it be{ajlls me 1n this 
gy” Ay miſerable Eſtate, as with one 
* that is faſt in Irons, and his 
Friend S COMINST tO ſee him, do 
'P I1:ty his Eſtate, and do perlw ade 
' him to ſhake of his tetters, and 
* to Ccme gut of his bonds, which 
* God knows he would fain do, | 


* you periw ade me to believe,how 


© O-now [Icannot. Then violent- 
lv graſping his hands toge- 
ther . and railing hanſell up, 
' Behold (laid he) Þ am. ſtrong, 
* yet by little and little I decay & 
<confume;and my ſervants would 
* fain preſerve this weary life, 
* but at length the will: of God 
* muſt de done, and I ſhall periſh 
m1:2rably, as I deſerve: Rejoyce 
-yer ightcous in the Lord, bleiled 


i 


*are you whole hearts the Lord 
© hath mollified. 


Then | 
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© but cannot; this 1s my very calc, | 
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D ——— 


| Then after ſome pauſe, * It's 
*wondertul,l ecarnelily defire to 
' pray to God with my hearr, 
* yet I cannot; I fee my dam- 
* nation, and I know my reme- 
dy isonely 1n Chriſt, yet I can- 
*not fet my ſelf to take hold on. 
ir: ſuch are the puniſhments of 
the damned ; they repent of 
their loſs of Heaven , they can- 
not mend their ways. 


As he was thus ſpeaking , he 
oblerved divers Flies that came. 
about hun, and ſore lighted on 
him; * Behold, laid he, ) now al- | 
ſo Belzeebub comes to his Ban- | 
*quet ; you ſhall ſhortly fee my | 
end, and in me an exarnple to | 
|*many, of the Juſtice and Judg- 
* Ment of God. 


yz 

About this time came in! 
two Biſhops, with divers. 
Scho-} 


i. 
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Scholars of the Univerlity , one 
of them being Pantns /ergerins, 
having oblerved Spzra more 
than any other, being conti- 

_nually converſant with him, told 

him his Eſtate was {uch as rather 

ſtood in need of Prayer than 

Advice; and therefore deſired 

him to pray with him in the 

Lords Prayer : Spire conſented, 

and he began; 

\ FOur Father which art in Hear 

' ven] then breaking forth into 

tears, he ſtopped; but they ſaid, 

It is well, your grief 1s a g00d 

| gn. © Ibewail ſaid he) my mi- 

| © ſery, for Tperceive Iam torfaken 


- OO -—_ 


} . . 
; * of God, and cannot call to him, 


; * from my heart, as I was wont to; 
' do: Yet let us go on ſaid Yeree- 
Fins, 

 7by Kinzdom come] O Lord 
* (faid Spira) bring me allo into 


C 


this Kingdom ; I beſeceh thec 


| 
| 
| =. Wot 
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«ſhut me not out. Then coming 
to thoſe words [Grve as this day. 
our aaily bread) he added, *O; 


f Lord | have enough, and abun- 


* dance to feed this carcaſs of 


mine; but there 1s another bread 
I humbly beg, the bread of thy 
* Grace without which I know }., 

'am but a dead man. 

[Lead ns not into temptation} 
* ſeeing Lord, that Iam brought | 

{into temptation, help me, Lord, 

' that Imay eſcape ; the Enemy | | 
* hath overcome ; help me, Ibe- | 
 ſeech thee, to oyercome this cru- ; 

Fel Tyrant. | 

Theſe things he ſpake with a | 
mournful yoice , the tears trici- 
ling down abundantly : ; and CX- 
orefling ſuch affeftions and pal- | 
fon, as turned the bowels of | 
thoſe there preſent with grief 
and compunction : they then | 
turning to Spire, Jaid, You ! 

| know 


Nm 
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know that. none can. call Chriſ||;ng 
Feſus the Lord, but by the Holy||Chri 
| Ghoſt: you. muſt theretore think||gour 
of your ſelf, according to that||fult 
{oft affeRion, which you exprels||his . 
1n your prayers, inferring there-[[nour 
by that God. hath not wholly ||with 
caſt you off, or bereaved you of|[tg-b 
his Spirit utterly. Wu 
*« Iperceive, ſaid Sp7ra, that I|jrit : 
call on him to my eternal dam-[[eyer 

nation, for Itell you agaan, It 15||ted 
a new and unheard of. exam-|ſlivec 
ple, that you find in me. Iff]ken 
| Fudss (ſaid they) had but out-||me. 
lived his days, which by nature}] C 
he might have done , he mzght] [you 
have Tepented , and Chritt| [you 
would have received him to] |wh: 
Mercy, and yet he ſinned molt | [eye 
grievoully agaznſt his Maſter, F |and 
| which did ſo efteem of him, as caſt 
to honour aim with the dignity. | þintc 
ofan Apoltle, and did po wit 
| and | || 
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[lived : for grace 


| bo hat $ 


ind feed him. He anſwered, 
Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- 
nour me , neither yet 1smy 


fault one jot leſs than that of 
this, becauſe it is no more ho- 
*[[nour to be perſonally preſent 


with Chriſt in the fleſh, than 
to-be in his preſence now by 
Illumination of his holy Spt- 
rit : and befides I deny that 
ever Z'-445 could have repen- 
ted how long ſoever he had 
was quite ta- 
ken from him, a3 it 1s now from 


: me, 


O pra, ſaid they, You know 
you are in a f{piritual deſertion, 
you Mult therefore not believe 
Satan ſugaeſts, he was. 
ever a lier irom *the beginning, 


land a meer Impoftor , and wall 
[caſt a thoufand 
finto your mind , 


tying fancies. 
to beguile you 


withall , you muſt rather be- 
LL. lieve 


——_— 


moo 


| 50 
| 
eve thoſe whom you 


| be in a good eſtate . 


judge to 


you. 
| © There is the knot (ſaid: $;. 


* cannot. 
{ Then he began to reckon up 
D—— dreams and vilion 
he was contin::ally 
witnall : 


ber, and about his Bed, territy- 


the ſtanders by 
{1des theſe outward terrors , 


ence. 


Pangs 
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Hg more| 
; able to diſcern of you than your| 
ſelf : believe US, and we tell you,| 
; That God will be mercitu!l untof 


| © 74) would | could bcheve, buti| 
| 


troubled] 
that he ſaw the Devils! 
come flocking into the Cham: 


ing him with ſtrange noiſes | 
that theſe were not tancies, butſ* 
that he ſaw them as really as 
and that be-| 
hel* 
tclt continually a racking tor:| 
ture of his mind, and a cont 
 aua: butchery of his Conſct| 
being the very proper] 


In up| 
tions 
abled]* 
Devils, 
ham- 
rity - 
1ſes ; 
: but 
y as] 
t be-|* 
, hel 
tor-l 
onti-þ 
nſci-|* 
oper] 


angs | 


| Caſt away theſe fancies (ad. 
Gribat: lans) 


hm. 


(puniſhment ? 
"worm , ny apo Fire , | 
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51 | 
pangs of the damned wights in 
Hell. 


theſe arc but il- 
luſions : humble your {lf in| 
the prelence of God, and praiſe | 
*The dead praiſe not. 
'the Lord (anſwered he) nor | 
' they that go down into the ; 
'pit. We that are drowned in 
'Defſpair are dead, and already | 
gonc down into the pit; what | 
"Hell can there be worſe than | 
'Deſperation, or what greater 
The gnawing 


"Horror, Confufinn and (which:! 
'iS worte than ail) Del, :ration | 
it ſelf continually rorturtes me, | 
and now I count my preſent 
'Eſtate worſe, than if my Soul 
Teparated from my body were 
with Z#4as, and the reſt of the 


damned, and therefore , —_ 
© delire 


oO CT 


—_ 


not break. 


| 


« deſire rather to be there , than 

© thus to live in the body. 

| One being preſent , repeated 

certain words out of the Pfalms; 

I If thy children forfake my Law 
* and walk not in my Judgments; 


\ 


© I will viſit their tranſgreſſions, 


with rods, and thesr iniquity 
<with ſtripes; nevertheleſs my 
© loving kindneſs I will not ut 
* terly take from them, nor ſuffer 
* my faithfulneſs to fail. Mark 
this, O Spira, 
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My Covenap I wil 


/ 


that 


** Theſe Promiſes {faid Sprs) 


belong onely to the EleQ, 


which if tempted , may fall in 
to ſin, bat are again lifted np 
and recovered out: as the 
Prophet faith , Though he fall 
he ſhall nor be utterly caſt 
down , for the Lord uphold 
eth him, therefore Peter could 
riſe, for he was eleQed; = 
| the 


mar 


Goc 
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mY 


than 


eated 
alms 
Law 
1ents: 


Ls 
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Hons, 
quity 
S my 
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jr) [Man can know , fo long as he 
wy lives, whether 'by his good or 


[them in the Latin-Tongue, and 


lt Reprobate when they fall, 
annot riſe again, as appears in 
(uin,Sant, and Fudas, God deals 
me way wiah the EleQ, and ano- 
her with Reprobates. 

The next day he prayed with 


that with excellent affection , as 
outwardly appeared. Bleſled be 
God , ſaid /ergerius,- thele are 
70 ſigns of eternal Reprobation; 
you muſt not, O FSpira, ſeek out 
the ſecret Counſels of God's E- 
Aion and Reprobation ; for no 


[I 5n- bad deeds , he be worthy of 


d. np 


Slove or anger: do you not 


theſknow that the Prophet David 
e falj|complained , that God had caſt 


his ſoul? 

*I know all this,quoth Sp: 4, 1 
know the mercies of God are infi-! 
'nite,and do ſurpaſs the fins ofthe 
whole. 
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| © whole world, and that they 7 are 
| * effectual to all that lnkeve, but 
* this faith, and this hope 1s the 
' gift of God : O that he would 
* give it me! butit is as impoſlible 
* as to drinkupthe Sea at a draft: 
* as for that of $o/5-w, 1t he had 
* ever taſted that which | feel by 
* wotull experience, he would ne- 
* ver have ſpoken as he did , but 
* the truth is, never had mortall 
* man {uchan evident experience 
*of Gods anger and hatred againſt 
* him, as 1 have. You that arein 
*goodeſtate,think Repentance & 

| © Faith to be a work of great tact 


«ity :. and rherefore you think it] 


'*an eaſy matter to perl{wade men 

© to believe: 
|< the Phylitian, andhe that is well 
« can ſoon give counſel to ſuch as 
« are 11: but this 1s the Hell to me, 
< my heart is hardned,I cannot ” 
« lieve, many are called, but ic 
<are choſen. Upon 
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Upon what ground [laid they) 
to you conceive ſo illan opinion 
of your elf? 
*I once did know Gad to be 


'my Father, not onely by Crea- 
'tton, but by Regeneration; I | 
' knew hum by his beloved Son, 
'the Author, and finiſher of our 
' Salvation; I could pray to him, 
'and hope for pardon of fin from | 
him; I had a taſt of his ſ{weet- 
'neſs, peace, and comfort; now 
'contrarily, I know God, not as j 
'a Father, but as an Enemy : 
"what more? my heart hates ! 
'God, and ſecks to get above | 
'him, Thave nothing elſe to fly to; 
'bur Terror and Deſpair. | 
 Belike you think then 7 faid | 
they) that tliole who have the 
earneſt and firſt truits of God's | 


,|Spirit , may notwithſtanding 
tall away. | 


The judgments of God are a 


deep 


LO ———_ 
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deep Abyls, ſaid he, we are ſoon 
drowned it we enter into them ||, 
He that thinketh he ſtanderh, let||.. 
him take heed leſt he fall, as for hy 
my felf,l know Iam fallen back,||.- 
and that I once did know the[|.., 
truth , though it may not be o||,. 
throughly ; 1 know not what to[|,+, 
ſay, but that Lam one of that||j , 
number which God hath threat-||,. 
ned to tear in PleCes. oy 
Say not ſo, anſwered they, for||... 
God may come , though at theſ|;,. 
laſt hour ; keep hold thereforeſ|;j;. 
atthelaſt by Hope. md 
This, quoth he, 15 my caſe; | hof 
tell you Icannot, God hath de-ſp,1 
prived me of Hope, this brings| x 
terror to my mind, and pines||;. 
this body which now 1s loſe, 
weak , as it cannot perform theſ|y;.. 
ſeveral Offices thereof: for as|;; . 
the Ele have the Spirit teſti- Ou 
tying that they are the a « mer 
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1 the himſelf, but rather him that was 
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1s of 
God 


land will , I knew that I wanted 
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worm 1n their conſciences, where- 
by they. are condemned already : 
and therefore as I perceived this 
wound inflicted on my mind 


the gifts of ſaving grace, and that 
I was utterly undone. God chaſt- 
neth his Children with tempo- | 
rary afflictions, that they may 
come as Gold our of the fire; 
but puniſheth the wicked with 
blindneſs in their underftandings, 
and hardneſs of heart ; and wo be 


to ſuch from whom God takes his 
holy Spirit. 

Here one rebuked him,and told 
him he gave too much credit to 
ſenſe, that he was not to believe 


ina good eſtate; and | teſtifie to 
you (ſaid he) that God will be 
merciful to you. | 


_ — 


, 


* is contrary to my Salvation and 
* comtort;but you that are ſo con- 


{mall matter to be aflured of fin- 
* eerity; a man hadneed be cexcee- 
* ding ſtrongly grounded in the 
* truth before he can be able to at- 
* firm ſuch a matter as ye now do, 


* {tantlabour, with all intention of 
© heart and affection , with full 


—— 


ly toſet forth God's glory; there 
* muſt be neither fear of Legaros/ 
*Inquilitors,priſons,nor any death 


* ſelves happy , that are not, it is 
* not every one that ſaith Lord, 
© Lord, that ſhall go to Heaven. 


© defire and endeavour continual- | 


* whatſoever ; many think them: | 


* can Lbelieve nothing but what | | 


* fident of your good Eltate. look. | 
* that it be true, for it 15no ſuch | 


* Its not the performance ofa few || 
* formal duties, but a mighty con- | 
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ON- | 


f1n- | 


jt0 him, { 2:3 Presbyter Aatonte 
(Fon5a7m7a, I was with you at 


|| then dicd. 


ging with. him a Book of Exor- 


Ee REI Wo ——_—_ - > ea Eee OOO _—_— — — eo - 


| 


| They cane another da 1y, and | 
found him with his eyes fh 


FE if he had been drowzic and. 


very loath to diſcourſe ; at 
which time there caine in allo a 
grave man from Cittadellas, who 
demanded of  Spira, if he knew 
him or not ? He lifting up his 
eye-lids, and not fudde nly re- 
membring him, the man ſaid 


Venice, {ome $ weeks lince; * O 

curled day ſaid Spirs ! Oh cur 

ſed day ! , Oh thatI had nz ver 
gone chirher ! Would God I had 


Aijterwards caine in a Prieſt, 
called Beraardins Sardonins, brin- 


aims to conjure this Devil;whom 
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- that God hath left me to the 
* power of the Devil: but ſuch 
' they are, as are not to be found 
* in your Litany ; neither will! 
* they be caſt out by ſpells. 
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couth geſture, and a loud voice, 
adjured the ſpirit to come 1nto 
S9ira's tongue , and to anſwer : 
Spira deriding his fruitleſs la- 
 bour, with a T gh, turned from 
him : a Biſhop being there pre- 
ſent, faid to Spira, brother, God 
hath put virtue 1nto the Word 
and Sacraments; and we have ul- 
ed the one means and find not 
thateftect which we deſire; ſhall 
we try the efficacy ofthe Sacra- 
ments? ſurely if you take it as 
2 true Chriſtian ought to receive 


will prove a ſoveraign medicine 
for your ſick Soul. 


Nr 
ec ——_ 


IR 


The 
Prieſt proceomngy in his intended. 
purpoſes, with a {trange and un- 


the Body and Blood of Chriſt, it 


© This 
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£ ' This Icannot do Tanſiwered 


p he) tor thoſe that have no right 


'to the Promiſes , have no riglit 


*to the Seals. The Euchariſt was 
1c rnold only for believers, 1t 


'we have no faith, weeat & drink 
judgment to our ſelves I receiv*d 
'1t about a month fince,but 1 

* didnot well in ſo doing ; tor 1 

* took it by conſtraint, and fo 1 
"took 1t to my deeper Condem- 
* nation, 

Here Fergerins began to 1m- 
portune him carneſtly to be- 
ware that he did not wilfully 
ref:ſt grace, and put himſelf 
out of Heaven, charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was betwcen them, by the 
love that he bare to his chil 
dren , yea to his own foul 
that he would ſet himſelt ſeri- 
onfly to return to that Paith 
and Hope , which once he had 
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W {uv UI like vw Or as Spira having 
card much of the like matter 
: formerly , and being ſomewhat 

| moved fatd, You do but repeat 
| CFgertus, W hat ſhould I nope : e 
why ſhould I believe ? God hath 
taken Faith from mes ſherw me 
then whither I ſhall 7, ſhew me 
2 Heaven wherceto I ſhall retire. 


you tell me of Chrilts interceſl1- 
on, I have denied him; you com- 
mand me to believe, Lfay, Ican- 
[not ; you bring me no comfort , 
your command 1s as 1mpoſhble 
;1or me to obey, as to keep Moral 
Law 24 Yu {houid Per wade 
; ON to love God with 3ll his 
hearr, foul, and ſtrength, and God 
gives him not power, can he pcr- 


form your deſire ? Doth not the 


—_— OT OTC 
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You til me ot God's Mercy, 
when as God hath caſt me off, 


Church teach us to ling, * Di- 
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'reft us,O Lord,to kee P thy Com: 
*mandments? Hypocritcs lay they 
love God with all their heart, 
* but they lie; for my part I will 
* not lie, bt at cell you plainly: fact 

*15 my caſe , that tho you ſhould 


' never {o much 1mportiune me 
* hope or velieve,thoug ndefuo Qt 
yet I eannotyfor God : 4S A PUN. 
*ment of my wickedneſs hath ta- 
*ken away from me all his ſaving 
: | Braces, Faith, Hope, and all: l am 
* not the man therefore that you 
*take me for: Belike you think 1 
* delight in this Eſtate ; 1 I could 
© conceive but the leatt ſpark of 
'hope of a better Eſtate hereafter, 
*I would not refuſe to endure the 
moſt heavy weight of the wrath 
of that great God, yea for 
* 20500 years, ſo thatI might at 
* length attain to the end of that 
miſery, which Inow know will 
'be eternal;ButT tell you, my will 
D 4 To 
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1s wounded, who longs more to 
believe than Ido? But all the 
ground-work of hope is gone, 
tor if the Teſtimonies of the holy 
Scripture be true {as they are 
rerramly true) 15 not this as true, 

Vholoever denies me before 
men, him faith Chriſt will Tdeny 
before my Father which is in 
heaven ? 1s not this juſtly my caſc 
as if it had been intended againſt 


{this very perſon ofmine ? And 
{Ip pray you what ſhall become 


of ſuch as Chriſt denieth, ſceing 
there is no other name under 
heaven whereby you look to 
be faved ? What ſaith St. Pan/ 
to the Hevrews ? Tt 1s 1npoſit- 
ble for thoſe who were once 
enlightned, and have taſted of che 
heavenly gitt, and were partakers 
of the holy Ghoſt, if they fall a- 
way, to be renewed to Tepen- 
tance: what can be more plain 


againſt 


' 
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againſt me? 15 not that Scripture 
allo; it we fin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledge of 


truth, there remaineth no more 
ſacrifice for fin, but a louking 
tor of judgement : the Scripture 
ſpeaks of me, Sr. Paul meets me, 
Saint Peter. tells me, 1t had been! 
better I had never known the 
way of Righteouſneſs; thin after' 
| have known it, to turn from 
the holy Commandment, it had' 
been better I had not known, | 
and yet then my condemnation | 
had been moſt certain; do you | 
not ſre evidently, thar I have ! 
wilfully denyed the known 
truth? I may juſtly expect not on 

!'y damnation , bur worſe if} 
worls may be- imagined; God | 
will have me undergce the jutt ! 
puniſhment of my fin, and make | 
me-an Example of his Wrath for | 
your lakes. | 
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The Compauy preſent ad- 
mired }is diſcourſe , ſo grie- 
vouſly accuſing himſelf ol his 
}Somg paſt life, lo gravely and 
'v viſely dilating concerning the 
Judgement s of God , that they 
then were convinced, that it 
was not Frenzie or 
that had poſſeſſed him , and be- 
INS as 1t Were 1N 2dmiration of 
is Eſtate, Spira procceded a- 
 ovin in this manner. *© Take 
*heed to your ſelves, it is 
*no light or eafie matter to be a 
' Chriſtian; it 15 not Baptiſm, 
* or reading of the Scriptures 
* OT boaſting of Faith in Chrilt, 
'( though even thele are good) 
* that can prove one to be an 
* abſolute Chriſtian : you know 
| What I faid before, There 
* muſt be a conformity in Lite, 
*A Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, 
© uaconquerable, not carrying 


an 
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[all oppoſition to the lait breath, 
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[men ; whom nevertheleſs the! 
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an obſcure profeſſion , but re- 
ſolve , expreſling the image: of 
Chriſt , and holding out againft} 


he muſt give all diligence , by 
Righteouſnes and Holineſs, to 
male his Calling and EleQi- 
on ſure. Many there ere that: 
ſnatch at the Promiſes in the' 
Goſpel, as it they undoubted- 


yet they remain ſluggiſh, and. 
careleſs ; and being flattered by | 
the things of this preſent worl, 
they paſs. in their courſe in! 
quierneſs and ſecurity , . as if 
they were the onely happy | 


Lord in - his providence hath 
ordained to eternal wrath, as you | 


may ſee in Saint-Z#kes Rich Man. 
Thus it was with me, therefore | 


b] 
# 


take ye heed... 


| 


Then g 


[ 
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| 
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Then came one of his Ne- 
| phews, and offered him fome 
' tuſtenance , which he diſdain- 
jo moved the 
| VOURT Mans *Choler,, that he 
charged him with _— 
and o:{fimulation, or frenzy : 
whom Sp:ra, gravely ging 


faid, 
' You may interpret the mat- 


| CET as. YOU will: but Iam ſore 


am not ofiely the Aﬀor, but the 
Argument and matter of the 
Tragedie, I would it were 
frenzy either fained or true, for 
1f it were Jrenzy I could pur it 


off at pleaſure ; If it were are- 


al frenzy, yet there were ſome 
hope left of Gods mercy, where- 
as now there 1s none. For 1] 
know God has pronounced me an 
enemy and guilty of high treaſon 
againſt his Majeſty; I am a caſt- 
away,a vellel of his wrath : yet 
dare 
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frenzy. ? anc can you mock at the 
| Wrath of God, that ſhould teach 


[tural to the fic{h,enther out of ma- 
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dare you call it ir. difſembliog and 


þ 


formidable example of the heavy 


you tear and terror ? Bur 1t 15 na- 


lice or IGROTAnce,, ro ſpeak per-| 


|  yerily of the works of God. The | 
| | natural man diſcerneth not the.! 
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[ment of God, and of, the gra- 


' find the want ot them, and ear- 


think you are utterly deprive: ww 


' they are ſpiritually diſcerned 
How can this | be (aid Gribarul- 


ids) that you can thus ex- 


' things that be of God, —_ 
| 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg-| 

| 


ces of his holy Spirit, W hat you. 


neſtly defire them ; and vet you 


them ? 
Take this for certain (ſaid he) 
want the main grace of all, and | 


[that which is ablolute nece{lary, 


and God goth many times CXtort | 


| mot; 
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*moſetrue and ſtrange teſtimo-] 


*nies of his Majeſty , Juſtice and 
* mercy; yea out of the mouths of 
* very Reprobates: tor even Zudas, 
« after he had betray'd his Maſter 
© was conſtrained to confeſs his 
* fin, and to juſtify the Innocency 
* of Chrift , therefore 1t I do the 
*like, 1t15nonew or {trange mat- 
*ter. God hath taken Faith from 
me, aud left me other common 
* eiits, for my deeper concemna- 
* tion: By how much the more ] 
© remember what Thad, and hear 
* others di{courſe of what they 
have, by ſo much the more is my 
© torment. in that T know what ] 
* want, and how there is no way 
* to be relieved. 
Thus ſpake he, the tears al! 
the while trickling down ; pro- 
teſſing that his pangs were luch, 


c 


as that the damned Wights 1n| 
Hell endure not the hke Miſery; | 


that 


[q 
that 
| that 
tore 
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\'thar his eſtate was worſe than. 


{|* that ground ; be conſtant and 
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| that of Cz/z or Fadas, and there- 
tore he delired to die. Ze behold 
({aid be )the ſcriptures are accomplt- 
| thed ia me,T hep (hall deſire to die, 
| Death ſhall fly from them.And veri- 
ly he leem'd exceedingly to fear, 
leſt his life ſhould be. drawn ont ; 
| yer longer;tinding no caſe or reſt 
|. ever and anon, cried out, O mz 
| ſerable wretch , O miſerable wretch, | 
| then turning to the Company,he 
: beſought them in this manner, 
| *O Brethren ! take a diligent 
| © heed to your life; make more 
. *account of the gifts of Gods' 
* Spirit than Ihave done ; iearn 
* to beware of my milery; think 
|*not you are aſſured Chriſtians, 
{becauſe you underſtand ſome- 
||*thing of the Goſpel ; take 
'|* heed you grow not ſecure on 
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| of your profeſſion : Conteſs even 
until death,it you be called there- 
to; he that lov ch Father and Mo- 
ther, brothers, fiiters, fons, daugh- 
ters, kindreds, houles,lands,more 
than Chriſt,is not worthy ot him, 

Theſe words (laid they) do 
not ſound like the words of a 
wicked Reprobate. 

*]. do but here wary laith 
* Spira) the rich glutton in the 
Goſpel, who tho in Hell was care- 
full chat his brethren ſhouid not 

come to thar place ot torment : 
And I fay to you vretren, Take 
heed of this miſerable citate 
waeren I am. 

Then turning hivſelf to cer- 
rain young men that were pre- 
fent, he Cefired them to con- 
ceive him aright. © I do not {peak 
* this to ccrogate from the cer- 

* tainty of favin & Faitn, and the 
* Promiſes of the Goſpel , for 
they | 
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they are moſt ſure ; but take 
theed of relying on that 
| Faith that works not a holy 
"and unblameable lite , worthy 
of a believer ; credit me, It 'will 
(fail, T have tried it, I preſumed 
{T had gotten the right Faith, I. 
*© preached 1t to others, I had all | 
* places of Scripture 1n memory 
© that might ſupport it, I thought 
*my felf ſure, and in the mean 
'frime living 1impiouſly and care- 
©leſly , behold now the judge- 
* ment of God hath overtaken 
me not to correaion, but to 
«condemnation : And now you | 
Cyould have me to beleive, but 
[jt will not be, for I (eel too late 

:1ong only 
*toſuch as are good, whole fins 
| are covered with © hrilt's death 
nd blocd, as with a veil, and 
[© gnarded with his righieons | 
merits! 
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* merits from the lood of Gods !*nor 
* wrath, even as with a mighty | *thr 
© wall , leſt miſerable mortals \* is 
«ſhould be Grallowed vp Wit h|*cor 
* the greatneſs of their {in : but as ih © alk 
* for me, 1 have, as it were Wwil- |\ a tc 
* fully with my hands, pulled, | aln 
* down this Rampire , behind jj* lik 
* which I might have reſted in }|* th 
* ſafety; and now are the ſwelling ||* ſer 
* Waters come even to my ſoul; * Ge 
*andIam caſtaway. * fre 

One of his familiar Friends }|*no' 


chanced to ſay, That certainly he {cc 
was overcome with melancholy ||*Ty 
which being over-heard , Sprra| vir 


anſwered. i*th 
*Well, be it ſo, ſeeing you will {/* til 
fnecds have it ſo; thus alſo 1s Gogs |'i © ar 
' wrath maniteſted againſt me, inf 
* that he hath taken from me the || 
* uſe of mine Underſtanding and | ao 

' 

| 


Reaſon,ſo as | can neither rightly 
eſtcem & judg of my diſtemper, | 
E nor 


—_— c  — —_ ———_ 


—_— —— 


_ nor hope of remedy. You ce Bre- 
ty 
als |*15 to ſtop or ſtay in things that 
oro0n & 

Cas þ *diifemble upon any terms: What 


{ il-{\a fearful thing is it to be near and 


ed, 


ind | 


i 


[6 


} 
f 


I 


COT 


= In —__——_—— 


J_ 


"do you not ſtrive 
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thren what a dangerous thing 1t 


concern Gods glory ſpecially to 


LUMOT a.Chr i{tian?never was the 

* like example to this of mine,and 
f therefore if you be wite,you will | 
ſeriouſly conſider thereot:O that | 


-11* God would let looſe his hand | 


* from me,that it were with me 
now as in times paſt, ' ] would 
{corn all threats of the moſt cruel. 
'Tyrants, bear toments with 1n- 
'vincible reſolution, and glory in 
© the outward profeſſion of Chriſt, 
till | were choaked 1n the fame 
* and my body conſumed to aſhes. 
You ſay, you are deſperate, 
O Sa! laid they) why then 
with ſome 
weapon or other, violently to 
make an end of your life , as 


deſpe- 
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deſperate mcnuſe to do? © Let (him 
me have a {word laid Spira) and 
Why what would fou do Lack \for 
I (quoth they? ) © I cannot tell, * eſt 
*you {laid he) whert this mit nd = 
* would move me to,upon occa ol ' 
* on, nor what I would do. ' £O 
They perceiving finall effcst ca 
of all this their labour , but ra hae 
ther that he grew worle , for i| 


the avoiding of concourſe of; * an 
people ; » for every day {e]ldome [i ſe] 
tewer than twenty continued ||| fu 


with Him, and to ſtop thei: * dc 
courle of fame which was| / 
continually blown abroad of, lea 
_ they conlule to carry him | bra 
back ag2in into his own Cov n- || "tl 
Iry 2 nod thoſe his friends! *f1 
that came to comfort him © be- {)|* ex 
2an to take their leaves -—m_ ul *PK 
Pereerins amoneſt the reſt, | | 
quired that art their Wks 1*0 
hey might pray togetier him, 

1m, 


— — 0 
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et | him, Spira hardly conſented, | 
/a) and as unwillingly pertormed, 
th for he faid, * My - heart is 
ell |* eftranged trom God, I cannot 
nd * call him Father from my hearr ; 
\ſi- | * all good motions are now quite 

# *gone , my heart is full of male- 
-*diftion, hatred, and blaſphemy 
« apainſt God : I find | grow! 


«| 


ori * more & more hardned in heart, 
of | and cannot ſtop nor help my ' 

ne he ſelf ? your prayers for me {hall 

ed |} turn to your own profit,they can : 


he i\j © do me not good. 
as ill Fergerins came to take his 


of | leave of him , whom Spira em-| 
mM !; bracing, ſaid , © Although I know | | 


n- ||| that nothing can bring any bene- ' 
ds 1] * fit tome, a Reprobate ; but that 


2-1 * every thing ſhall tend tomy dee- 


"= || * per condemnation;yet I give you. 
e- || moſt hearry thanks for your kind ; 
1 ||| * office of the love and good will, 
th:\[*and the Lord return it unto 
| you 


——_—__ 


—— — 


_—e mn = YT <_—_= > 2 — _—— —  — 


*you, with a plentiful increaſe 
* of all good. 

The next day being brought 
down to his intended journey, 
by the way looking round a- 
bout him with a ghaſtly look, 
he law a knife lying on a able, 
to which he running haſtily 
ſnatched hold of it, as intending | 
ro miſchief himſelt; 
friends laying hold of him, ſtop'd | 
him in his purpoſe : whereupon | : 
with indignation he ſaid, /would 
7 were above Goa, for / know he will 
have no Mercy on me. 

Thus went he homewards, of- 
ten ſaying, that he envied the 
condition of Cain and'Fudas : He 
lay about eight weeks 1n this 
caſe, in a continual burning, nei- 


thing but by torce,and that with- 
out digeſtion, lo ſpent that he ap- 
peared a perfect Anatomie , ex- 
preſſing 


——_ 
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but his | 


ther deſiring, nor receiving any. 


F "Ee 
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preſſing to the view nothing but ; 
{ſinews and bones: vehemently 
raging for drink, ever pining, yet 
ſicartul to live long; dreadfull of 


{Hell , yet coveting death; in a' 


continual torment, yet his own | 
Tormentor, And thus conſuming | 
himſelf with grietand horror,im- | 
patience and deſpair,like a living | 
man in Hell , he repreſented an 
extraorcinary example of the ju- | 
i ſtice and power of God. And thus 
(as far asappeareth) within a few | 
days after his arrival at his own 
home, he departed this preſent : 
life. Yet an occaſion to make us 
remember, That ſecret things be-' 
long unto the Lord our God, but. 
charity to men, to teach him to: 


| hope all things. | 


— _ — —_— 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Ho! 

T0 Pills, ſo wvell knozun for the Cure 
of the Dropſie, Scurvy,and all other Salt, ſharp, 
and watry humoms, &©c. Prepared onely by 
William Sermon Doforof Phyſick, and one of 
His Majeſtics Phyſicians in Ordinary, are ſold 
by Edward Thomas az the Adam and Eve :n 
Little Britain; who 25 ſolely Deputed by the 
ſaid Dottor to make ſale they:of, and he to ap- 
pornt others to ſell them, not only im the City 
of London, but im all off e- parts of the King 

om. The 4 s. Box contains 29 Fills. The8s 


60 Pills. 


monſirated the manner and order how Women 
ought to govern themſelves during the whole 


Bux contains 40 Pills, The 12s Box contains | 
Aiſo a Buok Entituled, The Lady's Com- | 
panion, cr Engliſh Midwife, wwbercmm 3s De- | 


t1me of their Breeding Children ) and of | 
their difficult Labour, hard Travat:l, anJ |! 


Lying-in, &©c, by the ſame Authyy wry 
neceflary and uſeful Book for Women, 


ſe moſt Famous. Cathartique and Diu- "n 


— — — — 


Diu-\ 
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